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FROM ASHES

by JUDY SCHLUETER
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sl It Was 15 years ago
late one night when
our phone rang. That wasn't unusual. As an RN
and Catholic counselor | had served women in
crisis pregnancy as well as through the painful
aftermath of abortion. Many had access to our
home phone number.

This call was different.

A faithful Catholic pediatrician was on the other

line, accompanied by the parish priest. In the background | could
hear a woman screaming, “I hate this monster! | hate priests! | hate
the Church! | don’t want this ‘thing’! Leave me alone! | hate all of
you!”

“Linda” was greatly struggling with knowledge that the life growing
within her was extremely deformed due to a genetic birth defect.
Her husband “Mike” had been going from parish to parish knocking
on doors, desperately seeking a priest who might encourage Linda
to cancel a 2nd trimester abortion. All other doors closed, at this
parish God intervened. The M.D. asked if | would see Linda in my
office the next morning, if she would agree.

The following morning a distraught, young woman with a small
boy in tow arrived in my office. Arms crossed, she was filled with
determination and rage. As we entered my office | glanced at the
crucifix over the door and knew this session was beyond my
competence. | placed her in the Heart of Jesus.

Linda’s rage spoke, but so did her tears. She shouted how she
would not bring a “monster” into the world. In that moment | was
moved to direct her attention to her young boy, “Sam,” who was
ever so slightly dismantling my office. | asked if he were diagnhosed
with a terminal iliness, would she love him in his moments of pain
and discomfort, his deteriorating condition, his need for her. Linda
became quiet and looked at Sam with tenderness: “Of course, |
would love him with all my heart and be there for his every need.”
She became quiet.

| sensed the graces of the Holy Spirit moving us into a blessed
space. We were able to gently share the story of another young
pregnant mother who was alone, possibly frightened and uncertain
of what the future would bring. And how that young pregnant
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woman traveled to visit an older woman sort of like us this morning.
And when they went to present their infant for blessing they were
told that this journey would entail great sorrow.

At that moment Linda said, “I know about that woman... wasn'’t her
name ‘Mary’?” She was able to enter into my recounting the
experience of Mary holding the bruised and broken body of her Son
when he was removed from the Cross, to ponder what that must
have been like.

Aware that her heart was softened, | was moved to
pronounce: “He freely did this for you, Linda. His Mother deeply
understands your pain, grief and disappointment. In fact this very
moment of love and care for you are from Him. You are part of this
story.”

Now there were different tears in her eyes. A new relationship was
born. Linda allowed me to give her a rosary and a small booklet.
She agreed to come for another session before her scheduled
appointment to abort her baby.

When she returned the following week, she allowed me to pray
with her at the start of our session. | led her through an experience
of gifting her unborn son with prayers, letters, and expressions of
love. Linda truly did begin to fall in love with her baby. She named
him “Phoenix” because it meant “out of the ashes."

She canceled the appointment to abort their child.

Prior to the baby’s birth, Linda invited the doctor, the priest and me
into the post delivery room. These were the same men she had
vented rage and anger only a month earlier. The night of his birth,
we were all there. And he was baptized.

With the remaining hours of this tiny person’s life, Linda kissed
and held him so tenderly, as though “wrapped in swaddling
clothes.” She had concern for his every need and was assured he
was in no pain. When she invited me to hold him, | was deeply
moved by the beauty of her sharing and trust. This tiny boy
evidenced multiple external birth defects. But this mother seemed
not to notice. As she looked at her baby she breathed the words of
her heart and changed spirit as she whispered,

“Isn’t he beautiful!”

Sometime later, as Linda and | said a farewell from our sessions,
she handed me the sign that is a constant reminder and joy of the
power of the love of the Father that lives on in the heart of Linda:

"God will heal your broken heart

If you will give him all the pieces."
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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
Our world is pining for good news. God's supply
IS you. Your short, moving story of "God with us" will make a

big difference in someone's life.

Right now you can think of at least one moving moment in



your life. An example of "God with us." Please take a
moment now to simply email me the possible subject of your
story. If you're motivated, sure, write it out (no more than 500
words). We'll help you land it. Many will be blessed. We want
to feature a new story every week.

Thank you in advance!

So blessed to be united in building the Kingdom,

Greg and Stephanie Schlueter
Image Trinity | Mass Impact

| Email: Greg@MassIimpact.us
' Call: (814) 449-8808

i WEB: ILoveMyFamily.us
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The great calamity of this day
dates back to the beginning of time, and punctuates ou
one, underlying, unifying, eternity-defining mission:

“The future of humanity passes by way of the family.”
~ Pope St. John Paulll
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LIVEIT GUIDES

Thousands reqularty tse our LIT guides and videos
tofoster family and group faith. These ae new
every week based upon Sunday readings.

LIVEIT SEASONS
Hundreds particpate in 7-week sasons of talking
and peaying in homes using the LIT Guide.
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$5000, every little bit counts!

OF YOU

Thousands are
being reached.
Hundreds engaged.
We're reaching the
next generation.

Please consider
becoming a monthly
partner or a one-
time contributor.
Whether $5 or

STATUS: Need: $45,000 | Given: $28,445

ON-LINE | PRINT

Emmanuel. God is with us.
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WHERE WE'VE BEEN.
WHERE WE'RE GOING.

WHAT MATTERS MOST

CONSEQUENTIAL CONVERSATION | REVIVAL IN 2021



mailto:Greg@MassImpact.us
http://ilovemyfamily.us/
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=2FJ6FXQTCXYSN&source=url
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=2FJ6FXQTCXYSN&source=url
https://massimpact.us/give/MassImpactPleaseGive.pdf
https://igniteradiolive.libsyn.com/website/episode-286-what-matters-most-consequential-conversation-on-revival-2021-guests-prof-drew-blazsik-rich-cronin-dr-jeff-elmore-walt-erickson
https://massimpact.us/DONATE

LIVE IT THIS WEEK:

VIDEO: "GET PLUGGED IN" | COMEDY SKETCH

o GETIT:
OF MASSIMPACT.US/APP

OUR "
CATHOLIC “=N7°% , \@°N
MOMENT Y B

GREGORIAN
S

LIVE IT GROUPS

thﬁ!lcd ttf
“egular prayer, ment

WE ARE
CATHOLIC MEN
STRIVING TO BE
IGNITED IN
EVERYDAY FAITH

WHERE ARE YOU HEADING?



https://massimpact.us/LIVE-IT/
https://massimpact.us/APP/
https://gregschlueter.blogspot.com/2021/01/good-catholic-and-our-catholic-moment.html
http://ilovemyfamily.us/
http://pentecost365.us/
http://pentecost365.us/manup/

1 ONEHEARTONECITY.US
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"The future of humanity passes by way of the family."
~ Pope St. John Paul I

We are families seeking to make our homes places of
ever-deepening encounter with Jesus Christ.
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