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OUR MARY STORY

by LIZ ERICKSON

Growing up in Fort Wayne, Indiana, the four of us
and our parents went to church every Sunday,
prayed before meals, and said memorized
prayers at bedtime. Since | did not have a
personal relationship with Jesus, my faith was
not a priority when | went away to college.

There, my freshman year, I'm so thankful to have met my future
husband, Walt. While he didn’t grow up with faith, | was determined
to get married in the Catholic Church and to raise our children
Catholic. Unfortunately, we didn’t marry until five years later.

Though | was a registered nurse, once married | was ready to
become a mama. That really is all | ever wanted to be. | remember
being very young and just wanting to raise babies. | was devastated
when month after month and year after year | was not

pregnant. God'’s timing is crazy because four years later, following
a vacation where we were praying about adoption, we found out |
was pregnant with our oldest, Ally. | was so excited. (I think | took 5
pregnancy tests because | couldn’t believe it!)

Next came Baptism classes. We were attending church
occasionally, still not really “alive” in our faith. Walt was still not
Catholic. He was starting to listen to Catholic radio and ask
questions. The deacon at the Baptism class stated that getting our
child baptized was making an oath with God, that we are going to
raise our child Catholic and all that entails. It was like a lightning
bolt hit me: | have to know my faith and practice it so | can teach it.
At that point, we never missed Mass again. | started a Monday
night Bible study. | was seeking Christ.

Baby number two, Izzy, came along 18 months later. Then
pregnant again a few months later, our little two-bedroom home
began to feel small. In between homes we went to Fort Wayne to
live with my parents. Walt continued to work in Toledo and visited
us weekends.

One busy night after giving baths, | realized it had been hours
since | last felt the baby move. It was crazy, but instantly | knew she
was gone. | felt empty. It was terrifying and numbing. | asked my
mom to take me to the ER. | immediately started praying the Hail
Mary over and over. Once we got to the ER, the ultrasound
confirmed what | already knew: No heartbeat. It was awful. | was
numb, shaking, and afraid.

At this point it was about midnight. My mom had to call Walt
because | couldn’t talk. He didn’t answer his phone. Thankfully, his
friend Matt, who he was living with, answered his phone and told
him the devastating news. His baby had died.

After Walt arrived, we were laying in the hospital bed crying and
talking. | remember saying, “This is going to make us stronger.”
They delivered our beautiful little girl, Mary Elizabeth. She was 3
pounds 2 oz and perfect. We all got to hold her and give her kisses.
She died August 10, 2011.

God was with me the whole time. | could have been at the lake
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by myself, with two little girls. The doctor on-call was in-house and
was my old OBGYN when | lived in Fort Wayne. He stayed with me
and waited for Walt to get there to deliver. | had to have a c-section.

Like her namesake, our little saint in heaven Mary led us to
Jesus. | really believe her little 28 weeks of life saved our family.
Walt become Catholic the following month. He has been on fire for
our faith ever since. | have become a better mama. Less selfish. |
see how precious each of my babies are. While there have been
many trials and tribulations since then, | know our goal of life is
heaven... and God is always with us to help us through.

"Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are
God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day
long." Psalm 25:5

“§ WALT & LIZ ERICKSON
h have been married for 17 years.
\ 4 They have been blessed with eight
S8 children counting Mary and their
unborn "little" joining them
September 20th. They live in

Ottawa Lake, Michigan and are
parishioners at Holy Trinity parish.
Walt owns Interstate Commercial
Glass & Door. Liz is a fulltime wife
and homeschooling mother.

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,

Our world is pining for good news. God's supply
IS you. Your short, moving story of "God with us" will make a
big difference in someone's life.

Right now you can think of at least one moving moment in
your life. An example of "God with us." Please take a
moment now to simply email me the possible subject of your
story. If you're motivated, sure, write it out (no more than 500
words). We'll help you land it. Many will be blessed. We want
to feature a new story every week.

Thank you in advance!

So blessed to be united in building the Kingdom,

" Greg and Stephanie Schlueter
Wl Image Trinity | Mass Impact

";’; Email: Greg@Masslmpact.us
i Call: (814) 449-8808
;;. WEB: |LoveMyFamily.us
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The great calamity of this day
dates back to the beginning of time, and punctuates our
one, underlying, unifying, eternity-defining mission:

“The future of humanity passes by way of the family”
~ Pope St. John Paulll
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LIVEIT GUIDES

Thowsands reqularly use our LIT quides and videos
1o foster family and group faith. These ase new
every week based upon Sunday readings.

LIVEIT SEASONS
Hundreds particpatein 7-week seasons of talking

(o Ial  and peaying in homes using the LIT Guide.
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Please partner with us. :
Right now every dollar you give doubles!

(please see the other side)

CORE COMMUNITIES
Four communities of famiies are committed to
Iving it while helping others do the same.

IGNITE RADIO LIVE
Weekdy peogram on Annunciation Radio tefing
the story through both local and national guests.

PENTECOST365.com
Engaging men and their families in fiving it

$5000, every little bit counts!

BECAUSE
OF YOU

Thousands are
being reached.
Hundreds engaged.
We're reaching the
next generation.

Please consider
becoming a monthly
partner or a one-
time contributor.
Whether $5 or

STATUS: Need: $14,665 | Given: $30,445

ON-LINE | PRINT

TUESDAYS | ANNUNCIATION RADIO | 8P

radio

GREG &
STEPHANIE
SCHLUETER

£

EPISODE 288

IGNITERadioLive.com

Q\b LISTEN NOW ) }

& DR. NATHAN & ELIZABETH
> SCHLUETER | HILLSDALE COLLEGE

VATICAN TRUTH

DID VATICAN 11 KNOCK THE CHURCH OFF IT'S RAILS?

LIVE IT VIDEO THIS WEEK:
"CHATTY CATHY AT THE WELL"

| ill.m
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WE ARE

CATHOLIC MEN
STRIVING TO BE
IGNITED IN
EVERYDAY FAITH

WHERE ARE YOU HEADING?

PRAYER PLACE

ONEHEARTONECITY.US

ALL SEASONS

"The future of humanity passes by way of the family."
~ Pope St. John Paul 1l

We are families seeking to make our homes places of
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ever-deepening encounter with Jesus Christ.

MISSION ONE | MISSION SUPPORT TEAM
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HELP US BUILD


https://ilovemyfamily.us/
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/catholic-homegrown-faith-revival
https://massimpact.us/DONATE
http://gr8.com/r/BBachc/E/0J7h/?source=email&service=facebook&
http://gr8.com/r/BBachc/E/0J7h/?source=email&service=twitter&

