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OUR LIFETIME TRIP 

by PHIL & JACKIE HERTZFELD 

 

Wow! How did this story begin to get us here, fifty 

years later? Obviously, it was all in God’s plan for 

us. He puts people into our lives for a reason, a 

season, or a lifetime. Credit goes to our parents 

for their example and values that helped shape 

our life together. 

 

 

When Phil first laid eyes on me as I came through the door at a 

dance, which I almost didn’t get to because I didn’t have any 

directions, he thought to himself, "That is the girl I am going to 

marry." I could hardly believe that story but he still sticks by it. I, on 

the other hand, wasn’t looking for a boyfriend because I already 

had one, but when he was introduced to my friend and me, I have 

to admit I was very attracted to him (tall, dark, and handsome!). 
 

There we were, a city girl and a country boy! He was determined 

to find me and did everything he could to track me down because I 

wouldn’t give out my phone number. We had a lot in common, but 

number one was our Catholic faith and morals. At one time, I 

thought I could be a missionary and go off to foreign lands, while 

Phil gave consideration to the priesthood. Boy, does God work in 

strange ways! He skipped us and went to one of our sons. We are 

so pleased that God chose him and is working through him in many 

wonderful ways as he has touched so many lives. 
 

Having a large family with our eight kids does mean a lot of 

work mentally, physically, and spiritually. One thing for sure is that 

there will never be a dull moment! These stories are all true and 

can cajole laughter or tears just thinking about them. 
 

We remember one son always with a bucket when on a trip. And 

leaving a daughter at a gas station while traveling and driving off 

without her because we didn’t do a head count! How about a son 

getting his head caught between two bars at the Soo Locks when 

he was two years old? It went in just fine, but his ears wouldn’t 

cooperate in letting it out. We all felt panicked. 
 

One of our daughters at four years old knocked out two of her front 

teeth at a store trying to climb into the cart for a ride. There was the 

unbelievable x-ray that showed two babies lined up almost perfectly 

so that the nurses couldn’t tell there were twins, but the doctor 

expertly pointed out a second spine. 
 

There was a certain priest who had the courage to invite us out 

to South Dakota to see the wild west and the Indian school he 

helped operate. My parents and our dog went with us in the 

motorhome along with our eight kids. Fr. Tom joined us in our 

travels and from then on, the trip was full of stories. We won’t tell 

who spilled the coffee in his lap, snored the loudest in the 

auditorium of the church where we spent the night, or who had 

constipation problems! Hanging on to our seats as we whirled 

around the narrow curves in the mountain, a voice cries out, “I’m 

not worried! After all, we have a priest with us!” At the end of the 

trip, my mother said, “I could write a book about this trip and it 

would be a bestseller!” 

 

Any broken bones? No, but close enough when one son tried to 
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run up a wall at school and fractured his ankle, so he couldn’t drive 

the new car he just bought for six weeks. 
 

Oh yes, and there were the sports: football, baseball, soccer, and 

wrestling. Some didn’t last long, others kept us in a sweat watching 

our sons being turned into pretzels! Those were the days of 

elevated blood pressures, sweaty palms, and racing hearts. Whew! 
 

Diapers seemed such a breeze even when they were doubled! 

 

We could go on with the stories, but now is the time to stop and 

enjoy thinking about the stories of our twenty-three grandchildren. 

This is the time to start the book! The best way to have fun is to tell 

these stories. There are no greater family treasures than pictures 

and stories. 

 

We want to end by saying THANK YOU to our FAMILY and 

FRIENDS! We couldn’t have made these 50 years possible without 

the presence of God in our lives and lots of prayers and sacrifice. 

With a grateful heart, we ask God’s blessing on all of you. 
 

 

"I am sure of this, that He who started a good work 

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus." Philippians 1:6 

 

 

PHIL & JACKIE HERTZFELD 

have been married for almost 56 

years. They have been blessed with 

eight children, 23 grandchildren, 

and six great grandchildren. They 

live in Waterville, Ohio, and are 

parishioners at St. Patrick, 

Providence. Phil has been with 

Hertzfeld Poultry Farms, the family 

business, all his life. Jackie is a 

retired LPN. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

Our world is pining for good news. God's supply 

is you. Your short, moving story of "God with us" will make a 

big difference in someone's life.  

 

Right now you can think of at least one moving moment in 

your life. An example of "God with us." Please take a 

moment now to simply email me the possible subject of your 

story. If you're motivated, sure, write it out (no more than 500 

words). We'll help you land it. Many will be blessed. We want 

to feature a new story every week.  

 

Thank you in advance! 

 

So blessed to be united in building the Kingdom,   

 

Greg and Stephanie Schlueter 

Image Trinity | Mass Impact 

 

Email: Greg@MassImpact.us 

Call: (814) 449-8808 

WEB: ILoveMyFamily.us 
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BECAUSE 

OF YOU 

 

Thousands are 

being reached. 

Hundreds engaged. 

We're reaching the 

next generation. 

 

Please consider 

becoming a monthly 

partner or a one-

time contributor. 

Whether $5 or 

$5000, every little bit counts! 

 

STATUS: Need: $14,665 | Given: $30,445 
 

ON-LINE | PRINT 

 

 

 

 

TUESDAYS | ANNUNCIATION RADIO | 8P 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE IT VIDEO THIS WEEK: 

THE REAL (MIKE) MCCOY  

Featuring NFL / Notre Dame Superstar 
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"The future of humanity passes by way of the family." 

~ Pope St. John Paul II 
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We are families seeking to make our homes places of 

ever-deepening encounter with Jesus Christ. 

 
 

MISSION ONE  |   MISSION SUPPORT TEAM 
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