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THE SAND DOLLAR 

by MIKE HAINSEY 

 

In October 2005 our son, Chris, a gifted 

musician, left this world to be with our Lord, his 

5½ year battle with brain cancer over. In the time 

since his death Brenda and I struggled with this 

terrible loss. Dealing with his death is far more 

difficult than dealing with his disease because 

there is no hope to see him again on this earth. 

 

We know the logic--that Chris is with God, perfect once again and 

free from all earthly ills. But the emotion of missing him is often 

overpowering. Like most parents who lost a child we would often 

pray for a sign or signal that once again connects us with our son. 

We hoped for some sort of reassurance that all would be ok. 

 

In our case, we had been to the ocean dozens of times with 

Chris, either visiting family or just to walk Sanibel Island looking for 

shells. So Brenda asked for God to send us a sign in the form of a 

sand dollar. She wanted to find one on the beach. I grew up on the 

east coast of Florida, and the surf is too rough to find shells that are 

intact, especially ones as fragile as a sand dollar. In all my years 

there I had never seen one intact. 

 

One morning, exactly six months after his death, we found 

ourselves on the beach in Florida. I went for a walk just before 

sunrise, hoping for a prayerful time to help get me through this 

"anniversary". The tide was out, and the beach was littered with 

pieces of seashells broken by the surf. It was a beautiful morning, 

and I was on a quiet, deserted section. At that point I stopped, 

turned toward the rising sun, and said a prayer. In this prayer I told 

God that I knew we were not worthy, but knew that all things are 

possible in Him. So I asked him to make Brenda's prayer for a sign 

come true. I finished my prayer and turned to continue my walk. 

 

I took about ten steps when directly in front of me was, you 

guessed it, a fully intact sand dollar. At first I just stood there. Then 

I slowly bent down and gently picked it up, tears swelling inside me. 

How was this possible? 

 

You know the answer. Now, some will read this with skepticism 

and conclude that this was merely a coincidence, that two grieving 

parents want to make it more than it is. That's fine. But Brenda and 

I believe it is a prayer answered. I can tell you stories from other 

grieving parents with similar "coincidences". We quit believing in 

coincidences years ago. 
 

"For I am convinced that neither death nor life... will 

be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord." Romans 8: 38-39 

 

SPECIAL THANKS to Mike and Brenda for sharing this beautiful 

story, first featured in our "Songs of Faith" project with the Piano 

Brothers. Here is a moving montage set to the soundtrack scored 

for the story, concluding with a haunting rendition of "Amazing 

Grace" performed by Chris. Go here for the "Songs of Faith" album. 

https://www.grnewsletters.com/archive/imagetrinity/GOD-WITH-US-STORY-14-Mike-Brenda-Hainsey-THE-SAND-DOLLAR-953370803.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Iuwq2N6Xumw&utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://www.pianobrothers.com/music/Songs-of-Faith.asp?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://ilovemyfamily.us/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22


 

 

MIKE AND BRENDA HAINSEY 

have been married for 42 years. 

They live in Columbus, Mississippi 

and are longtime members of 

Annunciation Catholic Church. Mike 

is a retired Air Force pilot and 

currently the Executive Director at 

the Golden Triangle Regional 

Airport in Columbus. Brenda is a 

retired medical technologist, 

mother, and wife. 

 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 

 

Our world is pining for good news. God's supply 

is you. Your short, moving story of "God with us" will make a 

big difference in someone's life.  

 

Right now you can think of at least one moving moment in 

your life. An example of "God with us." Please take a 

moment now to simply email me the possible subject of your 

story. If you're motivated, sure, write it out (no more than 500 

words). We'll help you land it. Many will be blessed. We want 

to feature a new story every week.  

 

Thank you in advance! 

 

So blessed to be united in building the Kingdom,   

 

Greg and Stephanie Schlueter 

Image Trinity | Mass Impact 

 

Email: Greg@MassImpact.us 

Call: (814) 449-8808 

WEB: ILoveMyFamily.us 
 

 

 

 

PARTNER 2021 

 

 

 

BECAUSE 

OF YOU 

 

Thousands are 

being reached. 

Hundreds engaged. 

We're reaching the 

next generation. 

 

Please consider 

becoming a monthly 

partner or a one-

time contributor. 

Whether $5 or 

$5000, every little bit counts! 

 

 

OUTSTANDING NEED: $14,665  

TOTAL GIVEN SO FAR: $30,345 

 

ON-LINE | PRINT 

 

 

mailto:Greg@MassImpact.us
http://ilovemyfamily.us/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=2FJ6FXQTCXYSN&source=url&utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=2FJ6FXQTCXYSN&source=url&utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://massimpact.us/give/MassImpactPleaseGive.pdf?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://massimpact.us/DONATE?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22


 

 

BUSINESS OWNERS: 

HERE'S A DEAL WE HOPE YOU WON'T REFUSE 

 

Every week we reach thousands of great people who are highly 

motivated to support faith-filled, quality business owners. This 

includes our weekly radio program, video and this e-zine. We are 

eager to advance your business while advancing this important 

marriage & family movement that is having a mass impact. 

PARTNER HERE   

 

 

 

TUESDAYS | ANNUNCIATION RADIO | 8P 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVE IT VIDEO THIS WEEK: 

GRACE'S DREAM  

"What Does It Mean to You?" 

 

 

 

https://massimpact.us/faith-in-business/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://igniteradiolive.libsyn.com/website/episode-288-vatican-truth-guests-dr-nathan-elizabeth-schlueter?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://massimpact.us/LIVE-IT/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The future of humanity passes by way of the family." 

~ Pope St. John Paul II 

https://massimpact.us/APP/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://gregschlueter.blogspot.com/2021/03/forming-kids-for-eternity-take-your.html?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
http://ilovemyfamily.us/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
http://pentecost365.us/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
http://pentecost365.us/manup/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://oneheartonecity.us/events/prayer-place-gathering-2/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://massimpact.us/roadtrip/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22


 

We are families seeking to make our homes places of 

ever-deepening encounter with Jesus Christ. 

 
 

MISSION ONE  |   MISSION SUPPORT TEAM 

 

 

    

 

HELP US BUILD  

 

 

https://ilovemyfamily.us/?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/catholic-homegrown-faith-revival?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
https://massimpact.us/DONATE?utm_campaign=Image%20Trinity%20%7C%20Mass%20Impact&utm_content=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22&utm_medium=email&utm_source=GOD%20WITH%20US%20STORY%2014%3A%20Mike%20%26%20Brenda%20Hainsey%20%7C%20%22THE%20SAND%20DOLLAR%22
http://gr8.com/r/BSH9r2/E/0J7h/?source=email&service=facebook&
http://gr8.com/r/BSH9r2/E/0J7h/?source=email&service=twitter&

